
St. Michael & All Angels Episcopal Church 
Communion Service 
 

January 3, 2021 – 2nd Sunday after Christmas 

Opening Hymn What star is this with beams so bright (#124) 

Opening Acclamation 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

 Angels we have heard on high, v. 1 (#96) 

The Collect of the Day 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human 
nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our 
humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

The First Reading Jeremiah 31:7-14 
A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah. 

Thus says the LORD: 

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, 
give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.” See, I am going to 
bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the 
earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a 
great company, they shall return here. With weeping they shall come, and with 
consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight 
path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is 
my firstborn. Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far 
away; say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a 
flock.” For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong 
for him. They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant 
over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of 
the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never 
languish again. Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and 
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the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give 
them gladness for sorrow. I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be 
satisfied with my bounty,  

says the LORD. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 84:1-8 
How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

The sparrow has found her a house  
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, 
my King and my God. 

Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
they will always be praising you. 

Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 

Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

They will climb from height to height, * 
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
hearken, O God of Jacob. 

Behold our defender, O God; * 
and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

The Second Reading Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a 
A Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the 
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for 
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to 
the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
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The Gospel Matthew 2:1-12 
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For 
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod 
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 
star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When 
they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And 
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 
another road. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon 
 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
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        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 
God has blessed creation with a great variety of gifts and gathered all people into one family, 
so that in sharing, we might strengthen and be strengthened by one another. We gather into 
our hearts and minds the universe entrusted to us, remembering its needs before God and 
this congregation. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 
may honor one another and serve the common good. 

Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 
and love one another as he loves us. 

Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in 
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and 
we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 

Grant that these prayers, O God, may be enfleshed by our commitment not only to pray 
them, but to live them in your Son's name. Amen. 
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The Peace 
The peace of the Christ child be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Announcements 
1. Please continue to remember the mitten tree as you are shopping. Socks, hats, 

mittens, scarves, and gloves fit perfectly on the tree. If you need to arrange a drop-off 
of donations, please contact the church office at 716.836.0220 so that we can open 
the doors for your donation.  

2. We have no further update currently on how long the suspension of in-person indoor 
gatherings will be extended. Please see our website for details on upcoming services. 

3. The Annual Meeting is scheduled for next Sunday, January 10, 2021, at 10:30 am. Due 
to the suspension of in-person gatherings, we will meet via Zoom. If you do not have 
a computer, please plan to find a Zoom buddy or join by phone. Details are in the 
Christmas letter or on our website. 

Christmas Memorials 
Gratitude is extended to the following for their donations for Christmas memorials: 

Janet Casagrande In loving memory of son, Peter Jr.; husband Peter; parents Archibald 
and Nancy Milligan and Joseph and Anna Casagrande; and aunt 
Marjan Custer 

Robert Weekley In loving memory of Robert A. Weekley, Alburn M. Weekley, 
Carmelo Parisi, Helen Parisi, Vivian Dexter and Eleonore Kolodziej 

Invitation to Communion 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be called the Prince of 
Peace. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God.  

Offertory Hymn Let all mortal flesh keep silence (#324) 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer D 
 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Officiant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and 
true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your 
blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the 
glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice 
to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we say, 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and 
love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in 
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our 
disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your 
mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you 
called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for 
salvation.  

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be 
our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet 
without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to 
the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the 
grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent 
the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and 
to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.  

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me." 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his 
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, 
awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread 
and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 

We praise you, we bless you, 
we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and 
upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, 
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living 
sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 
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Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of 
your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 

Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth. Remember all who have died in 
the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to you alone; bring them into the place 
of eternal joy and light. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, 
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, with Michael and all the saints who have found favor with 
you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and 
Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I 
remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. 
Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to 
come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and 
let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life 
to come. Amen. 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;  
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries  
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  
And now, Father, send us out  
to do the work you have given us to do,  
to love and serve you  
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Blessing 
May Almighty God, who led the Magi by the shining of a star to find the Christ, the Light from 
Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to find the Lord. And the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

Dismissal 
Let us live in Christ’s light and love. Alleluia, alleluia.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Closing Hymn Songs of thankfulness and praise (#135)  
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St. Michael & All Angels Episcopal Church 
81 Burke Drive     Email:  stmikesbuf@aol.com 
Buffalo, NY 14215    Website:  www.stmichaelsbuffalo.org 
(716) 836-0220     facebook.com/StMichaelsEpiscopalBuffalo 

  

Rev. Jason Miller, Priest in Charge 
(716) 204-6433 (cell)    Email: frjasonmiller@gmail.com 

 

Robert Weekley, Pastoral Assistant 
(716) 866-7464     Email:  rcweekley@aol.com 

 

Carol Weekley, Secretary  
(716) 861-7248     Email: oficmgr@aol.com 

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and governmental and diocesan restrictions, the church 
is currently closed for in-person gatherings. Please contact us via email or phone. 

 

Notices 
The Scripture texts are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA. The text of this service is 
reproduced from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, The Episcopal Church, USA, Enriching Our Worship 1, 
1998, Church Publishing Incorporated, and The Book of Occasional Services 2018. Hymns are reprinted under 
License Number CCLI: 1323637. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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